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WHY CAN'T PEOPLE READ? 


I have been impressed by Bernard DeVoto's easy 
chair article in the April issue of Harpers Maga- 
zine. DeVoto wants to know why people won't read. 
Four-fifths of the people writing to complain about 
something that he said in a book, claim that he 
said exactly the opposite of 


by-eight!) The same is true of a parking meter. 
It is a useful tool, when properly employed, but 
why should anybody's feelings be hurt if we say 
that the parking meter alone isn't going to solve 
our parking problems? 

This failure of people to read 





what had beeu. said explicitly, 
clearly, and usually repeatedly, 
as well. 

We've had the same exper- 
fence. One person has written 
in to complain about the park- 
ing-meter editorial which ap- 
peared in the March issue of 
the News Letter. He repeated- 
ly accused us of misleading 
our readers. I have been told 
that one parking-meter company, 
which certainly had not seen 
the article before criticising 
it, doesn't like me. That, of 
course, is understandable. It 
is very easy to be prejudiced 
about something of which you 
are ignorant, or about which 
you have no information. 

I do not recall that we 
said in the article that park- 
ing meters are bad or useless. 
We did say specifically in the Ee 
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can't be attributed to our cur- 
rent busyness. Some people 
won't read, and a great many 
can't read. I think that our 
village Superintendent of Schools 
had something to brag about 
when he pointed out recently 
that the representatives of the 
village elementary school, now 
sophomores in high school, rated 
high in reading. 

I have a feeling that our 
current inability to read is one 
of our present tragedies, and 
is to a considerable extent, 
responsible for the situation 
we find ourselves in. Read- 
ing requires concentration. 
Reading demands, above all, 
that we go to the proper sources 
for information. Reading re- 
quires an objective and reason- 
ing mind. Why go to the trouble 
of seeking proper sources of 








second illustration that park- 
ing meters have improved the 
traffic situation. We cautioned 
@gainst using them as a solu- 
tion for the parking problem (something that has 
been done in numerous instances). We believe that 
a knife is a useful tool. It can be used to slice 
bread, to peel a potato, or to sharpen a pencil, 
but we would hardly anticipate that any sensible 
person would try to use it to saw a two-by-eight. 
(We will probably get some letters now saying that 
we have recommended using a penknife to saw a two- 


“—And our civic planning commission has reached 
the conclusion that the city should be cleared away— 
It’s in the way of traffic!” 


information, of gathering facts, 
of concentrating, of analyz- 
ing, of thinking, when it is 
s0 easy to jump to conclusions, 
and be ruled by our emotions? 

Although the bibliographical page of the News 
Letter says clearly and distinctly, "ASPO does not 
have copies of the following publications for dis- 
tribution. Address requests directly to publish- 
ers," we have reconciled ourselves to the receipt 
of requests each month for some of the publica- 
tions listed. See next page----} 





New York, N. Y. 


NATIONAL PLANNING CONFERENCE = Oct. II, 12, 13, 1948 











DeVoto makes a couple of good points when he 
says, "We do not expect reviewers to read what we 


write - they haven't time. We do not expect liter- 
ary critics to read what we write - they cannot, 
for type transmits to their minds, not what the page 
says, but what accords with their prepossessions, 
or what long service as critics has told them it 
was, instead, meant to say. But, lay readers who 
read what we write of their own will, and under no 
vocational obligation, ought, we can't help think- 
ing, to read attentively enough to see what the 
type they pass their eyes over says." (WHB) 


RESTRICTIVE COVENANTS UNCONSTITUTIONAL 


The Supreme Court of the United States has de- 
clared unconstitutional the "court enforcement of 
private agreements, generally described as restrictive 
covenants, which have as their purpose the exclusion 
of persons of designated race or color from the owner- 
ship or occupancy of real property." 

The decision does not bar such covenants nor 
interfere with enforcement on a voluntary basis by 
the propérty owners. The Federal Housing Authority, 
however, is reviewing its policy of insuring mortgage 
loans on property where racial covenants are in ef- 
fect to determine whether such practice would now 
be contrary to public policy. 

Zoning regulations incorporating racial re- 
strictions for certain areas were declared uncon- 
stitutional by the Supreme Court more than 30 years 
ago. 


PLANNING EDUCATION AT U. OF CHICAGO 


The University of Chicago has just issued a 
new announcement describing the program of educa- 
tion and research in planning under the direction 
of Rexford G. Tugwell. Master's and Doctor's de- 
grees are now offered. The announcement describes 
the courses of instruction. Other staff members 


are Melville C. Branch, Jr., Harvey S. Perloff, 
William H. Ludlow, Edward C. Banfield, Jr., Martin 
Meyerson, and Julius Margolis. 








URBAN REDEVELOPMENT CONFERENCE 


Thirty representatives of official agencies con. 
cerned with urban redevelopment met in Chicago for 
24 days during the last week.in May to consider the 
obstacles which have prevented urban redevelopment 
from getting under way. The meeting was called by 
Public Administration Clearing House at the request 
of ASPO and the National Association of Housing Of- 
ficials. Some of the obstacles are obvious. The 
shortage of housing makes it impossible to find suit- 
able facilities-for people who would be displaced by 
any central urban redevelopment program. This applies 
mot only to the low-income groups who would have to 
be provided with public housing, but to the middle. 
income groups as well. 

High cost of land is also an obstacle, but in. 
terestingly enough, if that particular obstacle were 
out of the way, urban redevelopment on the scale re- 
quired to provide for the low-income and middle-in- 
come groups still is probably out of the question, 
A recent study of a blighted area in San Francisco 
showed that in a new project the rents would probably 
be $31 per room per month if the value of the lan 
was written off 10%, and $29 per room per month if 
the value of the land was written off 75%. It was 
pretty generally admitted that if the land is pro- 
vided free, only a few skim-the-cream projects are 
available for the upper middle-income group, and 
that larger subsidies are required to provide hous- 
ing for a substantial number of people. 

Another obstacle is our unwillingness to admit 
that substantial subsidies will be required. Urban 
redevelopment, which really means the rebuilding of 
our cities, will require billions of dollars, and we 
have refused heretofore to face the realities of the 
cost. Substantial subsidies by local, state ani 
federal governments are probably necessary. No in- 
formation is yet available, however, as to the cost 
and amount of required subsidies. 

There are a number of obstacles in existing 
legislation. Some requires that new housing shall 
be provided for veterans without any requirement for 
rehousing present residents in the blighted area. 
On the other hand, some legislation makes the rehous- 
ing of existing residents a condition to be met. 
Application of many of the laws to housing purposes 
without permitting urban redevelopment far industrial 
and commercial purposes, including parking lots, is 
an obstacle. Some legislation permits rebuilding 
of blighted areas in the central section, and does 
not permit necessary rehabilitation of dead subdi- 
visions at the outskirts of the city. 

Among those who participated in the conference 
were Frederick Adams, Cambridge; Ira Bach and Carl 
Gardner, Chicago; Edmund Bacon, Harold Mayer, Robert 
Mitchell, and David Walker, Philadelphia; Charles 
Bennett, Los Angeles; Lawrence Cox, Norfolk; Ray E4- 
wards, Jacksonville; George Emery, Detroit; Edmund 
Hoben, Minneapolis; John Howard, Cleveland; Jom 
Thider and Earl Von Storch, Washington, P. C.; Rich- 
ard Perrin, Milwaukee; Richard Steiner, Baltimore}; 
L. Deming Tilton, Sacramento; Louis Wetmore, Provi- 
dence; Sydney Williams, San Francisco; Eric Carlson, 
The American City; Frederick Gutheim, New York Her- 
ald Tribune, who served as reporter. 
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ASPDA HOLDS SUCCESSFUL CONFERENCE 


The Third Annual Conference of the Association 
of State Planning and Development Agencies (associ- 
ated with ASPO) recently concluded in Nashville, 
Tennessee, was truly remarkable in a number of re- 
spects. 

There were persons present from Canada, Alaska, 
thirty-three states in the United States and the 
District of Columbia. 

Every committee of the Association present- 
ed thorough and in many cases detailed and elab- 
orate reports. All reports were mimeographed in 
advance for distribution at the Conference. Re- 
ports were made by the following committees: TFed- 
eral and State Co-operation in Economic Develop- 
ment; Organization, Programs and Practices for 
State and Area Planning and Development; Economic 
Aspects of Recreational De- 


moderate defense program such as the President 
has been advocating. If this program were re- 
jected by the Congress and military plans expanded 
into the war machine proposed in some quarters, 
then thoughtful persons see inflationary pressures 
developing in 1949 and thereafter, with grim possi- 
bilities of deficit financing, mounting taxation, 
and extensive economic controls. But even short 
of these most dire consequences, we cannot assume 
that even a more moderate defense program can be 
carried through without significant modification 
of the program of production and purchasing power 
that we would hope to achieve otherwise...... 
"Among those who are glibly willing to raise 
and raise again the allotments for air force, for 
navy, and for army, and who insist that taxes must 
be lowered at the same time 





velopment; Economic Research; 
Review of Planning and De- 


we find easy confidence 


velopment Legislation and 
Related Legislation, Feder- 
al and State, in the United 
States and Canada; Indus- 
trial Expansion; State Pro- 
grams for the Conservation 
of Natural Resources; Top- 
ographic Mapping and Gen- 
eral Mapping Service; Pub- 
lic Works Planning. 
Addresses at the Con- 
ference were of an exceed- 
ingly high order. Perhaps 
the outstanding talk was 
that given at the annual 
banquet by Dr. E. G. Nourse, 
Chairman of the Council of 
Economic Advisers, on "The 
Economic State of the Na- 
tion." Dr. Nourse said in 
part "With the present crop 
outlook, with peace -- or 
at least a truce -- in the 
coal fields, with ore move- 
ment on the Great Lakes 
opened a week early, and 
with price reductions an- 
nounced at several strate- 
gic points, prospects of an 
arrest of inflation are a 
little brighter. At the 





ASPDA NEWLY ELECTED OFFICERS 


The following officers of the Association 
of State Planning and Development Agencies were 
elected at the Third Annual Conference: 

President: Sidney A. Edwards, Managing 
Director, Connecticut Development Commission. 

First Vice-President: Francis A. Pitkin, 
Executive Director, Pennsylvania State Planning 
Board. 

Second Vice-President: Hayden B. Johnson, 
Executive Director, Tennessee State Planning 
Commission. 

Immediate Past President: Raymond V. Long, 
Director, Virginia State Planning Board. 

Board of Directors: C. Carter Brown, Chief 
of Planning Division, Louisiana Department of 
Public Works; Arthur E. K. Bumnell, Consultant, 
Community Planning Branch, Ontario Department 
of Planning and Development; James W. Clark, 
Commissioner, Minnesota Department of Business 
Research and Development; Donald H. Davenport, 
Deputy Commissioner, New York State Department 
of Commerce; Hendrix Lackey, Executive Director, 
Arkansas Resources and Development Commission; 
Robert C. Lane, Managing Director, Vermont De- 
velopment Commission; H. H. Mobley, Executive 
Director, Missouri Division of Resources and 
Development; Kenneth L. Schellie, Director, 
Indiana Economic Council. 




















that all this can be made 
possible by cutting down 
on the supposedly extrav- 
agant expenditures for pub- 
lic works. There is no need 
to argue before this aud- 
lence either the relative 
smallness of these funds 
or the essentiality of the 
purpose for which they are 
spent. One need only query 
how we are to provide high- 
way transportation for de- 
fense industry, or water- 
power to furnish electricity 
for aluminum to make mili- 
tary airplanes, to show the 
basic importance of these 
outlays. Or one may ask 
how are we to keep up the 
quality of our working force 
and keep up our tradition- 
al standards of education 
if we do not soon make up 
the under-maintenance of 
our public school plant and 
expand it in step with pop- 
ulation growth. 

"But, just as the pri- 
vate consumer will have to 
forego some hoped-for rais- 
tng of his real purchasing 





same time, with the actual launching of ECA opera- 
tions under highly competent business management 
and the unfolding of commitments involving govern- 
ment spending for military preparedness during sev- 
eral years ahead, feare of recession have been al- 
layed and a general atmosphere of confidence en- 
gendered in business circles. If my appraisal of 
the present situation is correct, that businessmen 
in general regard the near-term business outlook 
as favorable, and if we could assume that the dip- 
lomatic and military situation did not get worse 
and perhaps might grow somewhat better, it would 
Beem reasonable to expect that business prosperity 
might be well sustained for several years ahead. 
"This is on the assumption that we keep to a 


power so long as we have to carry an enlarged bur- 
den of defense, so states and municipalities will 
have to defer or scale down the expenditures which 
they otherwise would be making for raising the 
productivity, convenience, health, and beauty of 
their communities." 

The Conference was notable also for the excel- 
lent exhibits prepared by a number of the states, 
all of which were mounted in a special exhibit room, 
and for the co-operation provided by Hayden Johnson 
and the staff of the Tennessee State Planning Com- 
mission. The meeting opened with a joint session 
of ASPDA and the Nashville Chamber of Commerce at 
a luncheon where Walter Blucher spoke on "Your City 
is What You Make It." 
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INDUSTRIES GOING TO SMALL TOWNS 


In their postwar expansion programs, many of 
the larger industries are decentralizing operations 
in branch plants. With the exception of those in- 
dustries that need the advantages to be found only 
in larger cities, there is a noticeable tendency for 
them to locate in the smaller towns. The trend is 
particularly evident among such industries as food 
processing, wood products and apparel. 

A recent News Letter of the Association of 
State Planning and Development Agencies, analyzing 
major changes in our industrial pattern since the 
war, reported that from May 1945 to October 1947, 
46 per cent of industrial construction contracts 
(including only manufacturing plants and additions 
valued at $100,000 or more) went to cities under 
50,000 population. A recent study in Georgia re- 
vealed that 67 per cent of the new industries coming 
into the state during 1947 located in towns of less 
than 50,000, and 39 per cent in towns of less than 
5,000 population. In Tennessee, towns under 5,000 
population attracted 30.6 per cent of the new in- 
dustries established last year. 

There are numerous determinants in the selec- 
tion of plant location. One which appears to be of 
growing importance is what the commmity has to offer 
towards the health and contentment of the labor force. 


ST. LOUIS STANDARDS FOR DWELLING UNITS 


An ordinance establishing minimm housing stand- 
ards has’ been edopted in St. Louis. The measure 
will not become effective for two years in order to 
give owners time to make alterations. The ordinance 
had the approval of the City Plan Commission but as 
adopted it incorporated a number of amendments re- 
ducing space requirements. 

The principle minimum standards are inside 
toilets and running water in each dwelling unit. 
Each habitable room must have a window area equal 
to at least 10 per cent of the floor area and the 
window or windows must be constructed so that at 
least one-half may be fully opened. Window area in 
toilet rooms must be 8 square feet (cut from 12 
square feet). Minimum area per person in each 
habitable room is 64 square feet (cut from 70 square 
feet). Minimum area per person in each dwelling 
unit was cut from 75 to 65 square feet. 

Minimum ceiling height in each habitable room 
is 7 feet 6 inches. At least one room in each 
dwelling unit must have at least 125 square feet of 
floor space. All habitable rooms must be provided 
with electric lighting. For basement living quarters 
minimm height of walls above the ground was reduced 
from 4 feet to 3 feet 6 inches. 


LOS ANGELES POPULATION 


The current release of Dwelling Units and Pop- 
ulation, issued by the Regional Planning Commission 
of Los Angeles County, shows an estimated population 
in the city of Los Angeles of 1,962,074 persons as 
against 1,500,000 in April 1940. The estimated pop- 
ulation of the county shows an increase of 1,200,000 
over the 2,785,000 in April 19h0. 
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MAIN STREET WITHOUT PRIVATE AUTOS 


Public transit and pedestrians are given prior- 
ity in a proposed plan for Hemel Hempstead New Tow 
in England. The main street of the town is planned 
for the exclusive use of buses. Behind the main 
shopping area are smaller shops and the market place, 
all served by pedestrian roads along which no vehic- 
ular traffic is allowed. 

Shoppers who come to the area by automobile 
will have access to the business center by an alter- 
native route, taking them behind the main shopping 
street. Liberal provision has been made for off- 
street parking in the area. Subways under the bus 
and car roads are provided to give the maximum pos- 
sible protection to pedestrians. Helicopter parks 
are provided in the central area. These latter, 
until helicopters become more common, would be used 
as tennis courts or other public recreation space. 


RAPID CliY, SOUTH DAKOTA, CHAMBER 
OF COMMERCE WANTS PLANNING 


"The members of the Rapid City, South Dakota, 
Chamber of Commerce recently responded to a survey 
asking what should be the ten major activities in 
order of importance, what committees the members 
thought they were best qualified to serve on, and 
various other questions to guide the activities of 
the board of directors...City planning, tourists, 
highways, civic improvement, and agriculture and 
livestock development led the list of activities..." 
From Chamber of Commerce News Letter, April 1948. 





INTER-AMERICAN GROUP ENDORSES PUERTO 
RICAN PLANNING 


The urban and rural planning committee of the 
Third Inter-American Municipal Historical Congress 
resolved to ask all Central and South American 
governments to enact city and rural planning legis- 
lation patterned after that of Puerto Rico. The 
Congress, which met in San Juan, Puerto Rico, April 
12-17, included representatives from Argentina, 
Bolivia, Cuba, United States, Haiti, Mexico, Panama, 
Dominican Republic, El Salvador and Venezuela. The 
Fourth Congress is scheduled to take place in Buenos 
Aires sometime next year. 


ANNUAL REPORTS 
Planning In Utah County 1947. Second Annual Report. 


Utah County Planning Association, City and County 
Building, Provo, Utah; William H. Callahan, Chairman. 
19pp.mimeo,illus,charts,tables. 


Charleston Looks Ahead - Planning In The Post-War 
Period. Biennial Report 1946-47. Municipal Planning 
Commission, Charleston, West Virginia; W. G. Crich- 
ton, Chairman. 23pp. 





Eighth Annual Report. Federal Works Agency, Wash- 
ington, D. C. 1947. 219pp.illus.tables,charts,maps. 
(Contains interesting data on federally-aided high- 
way “ one and state and local public works plan- 
ning. 
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POSITIONS AVAILABLE 


Detroit, Michigan: Planning Analyst for 
the Detroit Metropolitan Area Regional Plan- 
ning Commission. Salary $4500. Must have mjored 
in economics and have some understanding of so- 
ciology and social statistics; a minimm of two 
years' experience in area analysis, preferably 
connected with a planning office. Write T. Led- 
yard Blakeman, Executive Director, Detroit 
Metropolitan Area Regional Planning Commission, 
1002 Cadillac Square Building, Detroit 26, Mich- 
igan. 


Little Rock, Arkansas: Engineer-director 
of city planning commission. Salary $4590. 
Must have degree in civil engineering, archi- 
tecture, landscape architecture or city plan- 
ning, or an equivalent combination of experience 
and training sufficient to demonstrate compe- 
tence. Apply to Civil Service Commission, 214 
City Hall, Little Rock, Arkansas. 














PERSONALS 


Ira J. Bach, executive director of the Cook 
County Housing Authority, has been named planning 
director for the Chicago Land Clearance Commission. 





Henry Cohen has been appointed research asso- 
ciate in Urban Land Use and Housing with the Columbia 
University Institute of Urban Land Use and Housing 
Studies. He will take his new position on July l. 





Robert A. Covington, plamning associate on the 
staff of the Planning Commission, Long Beach, Cali- 
fornia, has been appointed planning director of the 
San Bernardino County Planning Commission. He as- 
sumed his new duties on May lst. 





Hugh C. Faville has joined the staff of the Prov- 
idence City Plan Commission as associate engineer. 





Edward Heiselberg has been serving as director 
of planning of the City Plaming and Zoning Commission 
of Lexington, Kentucky, since April. 


Edmund H. Hoben has been named executive di- 
rector for the Minneapolis Housing and Redevelop- 
ment Authority. 


Raymond Mills has been appointed city planner 
and traffic engineer for Midland, Michigan. 











H. H. (Joe) Mobley has been named director of 
the Missouri Division of Resources and Development 
by the Resources and Development Commission. 





Paul A.Shaffer has been appointed planning direc- 
tor of the City Planning Commission of Pasadena,Calif. 





Salem 8. Shapiro has been appojnted director 
of planning with the City Planning Commission of 
Norwalk, Connecticut. 





SUMMER WORKERS AVAILABLE 


A number of excellent graduate students 
from city planning schools, including Harvard 
and Massachusetts Institute of Technology, are 
available for summer work. Most of them have 
moderate demands for salary, being particular- 
ly interested in getting experience. Among 
those looking for summer employment are people 
who have had training and experience in archi- 
tecture, engineering and in library work. One 
student worked for four years as a librarian, 
is familiar with research, and could set up a 
local or state planning library. For further 
information write to ASPO. 











FAIRFAX REZONES 2100 ACRES FOR NEW TOWN 


To make possible a $75 million planned comm- 
nity, the County of Fairfax, Virginia, recently re- 
zoned 2100 acres of agricultural land into 17 rural, 
suburban and urban residential, rural and general 
business, and industrial zones. The zoning~plan 
takes advantage of features developed by the Master 
Road Plan, with the business center located at an 
access point to the through highway to Washington, 
Alexandria, and much of Arlington. It will be sep- 
arated from the highway by a park area. Space for 
stores, offices, theaters, customer parking, and 
bus terminal parking is conceived to serve an ul- 
timate population of 45,000 people. 

Four small neighborhood shopping centers are 
spaced so that they will be within one-half mile of 
any residence, and will serve from 500 to 1000 dwel- 
ling units. Where feasible, they will be isolated 
from residential property by planting screens. Space 
for parking facilities will be provided at the rate of 
3 sq.ft. of parking per 1 sq.ft. of store space. Gen- 
eral business will not be permitted in these centers. 

Two areas are set aside for multiple dwelling 
units. One, comprising a belt 1150 feet wide adjacent 
to the business center, will provide sites for approx- 
imately 1200 garden-type apartment units. The other 
area surrounds a shopping center and school site and 
extends along two min thoroughfares. A limited num- 
ber of apartment units (not to exceed 100) are con- 
templated for this area, in addition to duplex homes. 

The majority of the land is planned for single 
family dwellings. Most of this will be in a suburban 
residence zone. In the urban residential zone, the 
minimum block size to be used is 8500 square feet 
with a minimm permissible lot frontage of 65 feet. 
This latter restriction is being imposed on the land 
by covenants supported by the owners. In the rural 
residence zone, minimum requirements are areas of 
21,780 feet and 100 foot frontages. 

Four acres are set aside for a commmity center, 
with an adjacent park area of six acres. Five ele- 
mentary school sites are provided for, ranging from 
8 to 12 acres in area, the largest being adjacent 
to a recreational park. Other areas have been set 
aside for a greenbelt and for recreational use. The 
community, which will be known as Springfield, is 
expected to be finished in about eight years. 
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REGIONAL AND COUNTY PLANNING 


METROPOLITAN PLANNING IN BALTIMORE 


To provide a medium for co-ordinating the plan- 
ning programs of the four governmental units conm- 
prising the Baltimore metropolitan area, a permanent 
committee, to be known as the Metropolitan Planning 
and Co-ordinating Committee, has been established by 
the Maryland State Planning Commission. Membership 
includes two officials from each of the three coun- 
ties in the area, two frdém Baltimore City, and three 
representatives of co-operating state agencies--the 
Chief Engineer of the State Board of Health, the 
Chief Engineer of the State Roads Commission, and 
the Director of the State Planning Commission, who 
serves as chairman of the committee. Their object 
is to analyze the resources and needs of the area 
and to integrate local planning programs with the 
general program for the development of the region. 
The State Planning Commission will contribute tech- 
nical assistance and research which may be required 
until the committee establishes a staff of its own. 


MARION AND GRANT COUNTY PLAN COMMISSIONS 


The Marion, Indiana City Plan Commission and 
the Grant County Plan Commission have set up a joint 
administrative office with a common director to 
handle the problems of both commissions. Mr. Robert 
Y. Adams is the director. Agreement has also been 
reached to consolidate much of the work concerning 
problems in the fringe area. The Grant County Plan 
Commission was organized in January 1946, and has 
made considerable progress in zoning, subdivision 
control, and citizen education. The Marion City 
Plan Commission has been in operation for several 
years. 


MAHONING COUNTY PLANNING COMMISSION 


The newly created Mahoning County Planning 
Commission in Ohio is providing technical assistance 
to the individual townships in the county for the 
preparation of township zoning ordinances. The main 
function of the new County Planning Commission will 
be the development of a general plan for Mahoning 
County, of which Youngstown is the central city, in 
which the greatest portion of the county's population 
lives. 


TOLEDO REGIONAL PLANNING ASSOCIATION 


According to recent newspaper reports, at 
a special meeting of the Toledo Regional Planning 
Association steps were taken to incorporate the 
five year-old citizen organization, "set up an 
office, hire an executive secretary and staff and 
launch a program that will parallel every phase 
of work done by the city's official planning body." 
A new constitution was adopted, and a drive for 
new members will begin. 

Membership, previously limited to organiza- 
tions, will be open to individuals at $3.00 a year, 
to associations at $10.00, and to contributing 
firms, corporations and so on at $25.00 per year 


and more. The association currently has sixty- 
eight members. Frank Sohn was re-elected pres- 
ident. 


NORTHERN VIRGINIA REGIONAL PLANNING 


The Northern Virginia Regional Planning Con- 
mission, whose formation was announced in the Janu- 
ary issue of the News Letter, is now officially or- 
ganized, and has elected officers. Establishment 
of this Commission for the communities of Virginia 
adjacent to Washington, D. C. is a significant con- 
tribution to the regional planning activities of 
the rapidly growing metropolitan area. 

The Commission will make a comprehensive re- 
gional plan for co-ordinated physical, economic and 
social development. Problems of adequate highway 
facilities, public transportation, housing, adequate 
sewage disposal facilities, and schools have long 
had a pressing need for a solution on a regional ba- 
Sis. Adoption of the plan, or of any part thereof, 
will not be legally binding upon any political sub- 
division in the area unless approved and adopted by 
the local planning commission, and by the local gov- 
erning body. 

Officers of the Northern Virginia Regional 
Planning Commission include John W. Brookfield, 
Vice-Chairman, Fairfax County Planning Commission, 
who will serve as Chairman; Leroy E. Peabody, Chair- 
man of the Alexandria Planning Commission, who has 
been elected Vice-Chairman; and C. L. Kinnier, Plan- 
ning Engineer of Arlington County Planning Commis- 
sion, who serves as Secretary. 





FORTHCOMING CONFERENCES 


June 7-8, Fairmont, Minnesota. Mid-Continent 
Association of State Planning and Development Agen- 
cies. (The Executive Director will participate.) 

(June 7, New Haven, Connecticut; 

(June 9, Farmington, Connecticut; 

(June 11, Stamford, Connecticut; 

(June 14, University of Connecticut. A series 
of area meetings sponsored by the Connecticut De- 
velopment Commission and Connecticut Federation of 
Planning and Zoning Agencies. 

June 20-26, Zurich, Switzerland. International 
Congress for Housing and Town Planning. (The Execu- 
tive Director expects to participate. ) 
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VIRGINIA STATE PLANNING BOARD 


Under the recent reorganization act, the Virgin- 
ia State Planning Bodrd will become the Division of 
Planning and Economic Development in the Department of 
Conservation and Development. Other divisions are 
Forestry, Geology, Parks, Water Resources and Ports. 


NEW YORK ZONING TO BE REVISED 


The Board of Estimate of New York City voted 
$160,000 for a comprehensive survey of the zoning 
regulations adopted in 1916. The work will be done 
under the direction of the City Planning Commission, 
with research provided by Harrison, Ballard & Allen. 





ZONIN 
Preparec 


Court 
Permi 


to Re 


TN. 
mande 
the c 
for t 


1943 
a per 
with 
above 
ordir 
busin 
on hi 
the < 
me, J 
A yee 
secon 
appli 
cause 


props 
ines: 


natu 
apr 
righ 
the : 


ment 


ment 











lza- 


,ing 
year 
cty- 
re8- 


Som- 


or- 
nent 
inia 
>on- 
3 of 


re- 


late 


Long 
ba- 
sof , 


fOv- 


pin- 
1 of 
, of 


ts. 


ted 


ing 
one 





ZONING NOTES 


Prepared by Walter H. Blucher 
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Court Will Not Substitute its Judgment. 
Permit Gives No Vested Right. 
to Residential. 

State ex rel. Cook v. Turgeon et al. 


Building 
Business Use Changed 











Court of 
Appeals of Ohio, Cuyahoga County (November 24, 1947), 
77 N.E. (2a) 283. This was an action for a writ of 
mandamus to require the building commissioner of 
the city of Rocky River, Ohio, to issue a permit 
for the construction of a business structure. 

Relator purchased the property on December 9, 
1943 and on the same day applied for and was granted 
a permit to construct a two-story commercial building 
with two stores on the ground floor and living suites 
above under a provision of the then existing zoning 
ordinance which classified the premises as Class D 
business district. However, he aid not commence work 
on his building within a period of six months from 
the date of the issuance of the permit and on June 
22, 1944, it was revoked by the Mayor of the city. 
A year later, on June 2, 1945, the relator filed a 
second application for a permit identical to the first 
application. The second application was refused be- 
cause a new zoning ordinance (in this case an inter- 
im ordinance) had been adopted, classifying the 
property as multiple residence rather than as bus- 
iness. The lower court granted the writ of mandamus. 

There was considerable testimony as to the 
nature of the property on the street in question 
and surrounding it. 

The court held that relator did not acquire 
a property right in the permit. The city had the 
right to revoke it. The court further held that 
the lower court had no right to substitute its judg- 
ment for that of the legislative body unless there 
was a clear showing of unreasonableness. The judg- 
ment of the lower court was set aside. 


Loss of Value is no Reason for Zoning Variance. 

Garden View Homes, Inc., v. Board of Adjust- 
ment of City of Passaic et al, Supreme Court of New 
Jersey (March 18, 1948) 57 A (2d) 677. Prosecutor 
holds a contract to purchase a piece of land, which 
contract becomes binding if he can build two one- 
family dwellings thereon. The zoning ordinance re- 
quires that the proposed houses shall have a set- 
back of 40 feet, but the plans submitted to the 
building inspector call for a 25 foot set-back. 
The permit was denied. Thereafter, prosecutor ap- 
plied to the Board of Adjustment for a variance to 
permit the buildings to be erected on a 25 foot 
set-back. The Board of Adjustment denied the ap- 
plication. Prosecutor's argument on this applica- 
tion is that he can use the land to better advan- 
tage if he erects two buildings thereon, rather 
than one, and that it is umreasonable and arbitrary 
to deny him a variance from the zoning ordinance 
to accomplish that end. The court said, "The mere 
fact that the land will be more profitable to the 
Prosecutor if the variance is granted is not a suf- 
ficient reason for the granting of it." 





Industry May Not Be Excluded From a Residential 


Community. 
Duffcon Concrete Products, Inc., v. Borough of 





Cresskill, Supreme Court of New Jersey (April l, 
1948) 58 Atlantic (2d) 104. The opinion says, "The 
Borough of Cresskill is a residential comnunity, 
and its zoning ordinance is obviously framed with 
the purpose of preserving that status..." The or- 
dinance creates three residential districts, and 
one commercial district. The ordinance attempts 
to keep industrial uses out of the commercial dis- 
trict. It limits so-called manufacturing uses to 
those employing not more than one horse power, and 
not more than five persons. There is a provision 
in the ordinance authorizing the Board of Appeals 
to recommend to council the issuance of permits for 
the employment of more than five persons. 

Prosecutor desired to employ more than five 
mechanics, and to use mechanical power in excess 
of one horse power to manufacture concrete slabs 
for sale other than at retail on the premises. The 
Board of Adjustment held a hearing and recommended 
that permission be granted to prosecutor. Council 
rejected the recommendation. 

The court held, "We fail to find authority for 
the borough action in ordaining, for such is the 
effect of the ordinance, that nowhere in the muni- 
cipality may a fabricating or manufacturing busi- 
ness or other like concern use mechanical power ex- 
ceeding one horse power, or substantially produce 
goods for sale other than at retail on the premises, 
or furnish a service other than for residents of 
the locality, or habitually employ more than five 
workers. The purpose is clear and understandable; 
it was to limit business activities to the supply 
of demands arising from within the community; but 
we do not understand that it is within the reach 
of the police power, either inherent or as enlarged 
by the constitutional zoning provision, for a mmic- 
ipality to restrict the use of private property to 
the end that a community may be isolated either 
socially or commercially from outside intercourse." 
(Editor's note: We hope other courts do not follow 
this line of reasoning.) 


Poultry Killing in a Commercial District. 

Fasset, v. City of Highland Park et al, Su- 
preme Court of Michigan (February 16, 1948) 30 North- 
western (2d) 828. On October 1, 1942, plaintiffs 
were engaged in the operation of a retail poultry 
market on Oakland Avenue in the City of Highland 
Park. In the operation of this market, plaintiffs 
killed, defeathered and dressed the poultry on the 
premises. On October 1, 1942, the City of Highland 
Park adopted a zoning ordinance. The killing of 
poultry on the premises was permitted in manufactur- 
ing districts, but not in commercial districts. In 
July 1943, plaintiffs purchased property on Oakland 
Avenue at a distance of approximately 2,000 feet 
North of their original place of business. They ob- 
tained a permit for the sale of dressed and live 
poultry, but later sought to extend the use to the 
killing of poultry on the new premises. The Supreme 
Court held that the trial court was in error in hold- 
ing that the killing of poultry was incidental to, and 
an integral part of plaintiffs' retail poultry store. 
The opinion of the lower court was reversed. 
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BOOKS, PAMPHLETS, AND REPORTS 


ASPO does not have copies of the following publications for 


distribution. 


ECONOMIC ANALYSIS OF VANCOUVER WASHINGTON AND ITS 
ENVIRONS. Prepared for the City Planning Commis- 
sion and Housing Authority, McLoughlin Heights, 
Vancouver, Washington, by Bayard 0. Wheeler. 122pp. 
mimeo.graphs,charts,tables. With Appendix, Survey 
of Labor Force, Population, Housing and Income. 
179pp.mimeo.graphs,charts,tables. 1947. Both 
$3.00. (A comprehensive economic survey of the 
Vancouver area made as a basis for planning. The 
study deals with population, the labor force, in- 
come and earnings, housing, and economic and in- 
dustrial opportunities. ) 


BUILDING YOUR TOWN. Arkansas Resources and Devel- 
opment Commission; Arkansas Economic Council; State 
Chamber of Commerce, 120 East Second Street, Little 
Rock, Arkansas. 1948. Unpaged,illus.survey forms. 
(Practical suggestions for organizing community 
development committees, surveying community lia- 
bilities and assets, and formulating a planned 
progran. ) 


COMMUNITY PLANNING ANNUAL. Michigan Society of 
Municipal Planning Officials; George F. Emery, Presi- 
dent. Detroit City Plan Commission, Griswold Build- 
ing, Detroit, Michigan. January 1, 1948. 63pp. 
mimeo. (Proceedings of the Third Annual Meeting of 
the Society. Includes reports of sessions on citizen 
participation, the master plan, planning commission 
procedures and programs, zoning and off-street 
parking. ) 


COMMUNITY PLANNING. Stewart Young, Director, Com- 
munity Planning Branch, Department of Municipal 
Affairs, Regina, Saskatchewan, Canada. 1948. 11 
pp. (A booklet addressed to the citizen, describ- 
ing the implications and objectives of community 
planning. ) 


THE DISPERSAL CF CITIES AS A DEFENSE MEASURE. Tracy 
B. Augur. From Eulietin of the Atomic Scientists 
of Chicago, 1126 East 59th Street, Chicago 37, 
Illinois. May 1948. pp.131-134. 25¢. (A lucid 
and persuasive article showing why dispersal of 


cities is desirable from a defense and peace stand- 
point .) 


WALLINGFORD WANTS TO GROW - AND GROW RIGHT. The 
‘Town Plan Commission, Wallingford, Connecticut; 
Peter P. Hale, Chairman. January 1948. llpp. 
(Uses simple language to explain the subdivision 
regulations for the town.) 


CIVIC CENTER COMPARATIVE ANALYSIS. SITE NUMBER ONE 
AND LAGOON SITE. The City Planning Commission, Long 
Beach, California; Werner Ruchti, Director of Plan- 
ming. March 1948. 25pp.plano.illus.charts,tables. 
(A study of two possible sites for a civic center in 
Long Beach, California. Takes into account land 
acquisition costs, development costs, nearness to 
business center, parking facilities available, trans- 
portation facilities, etc., etc.) 


52 


Address requests dtrecthy to publishers. 


MASTER PLAN OF AIRPORTS. SANTA CLARA COUNTY, CALI- 
FORNIA 1948. Santa Clara County Planning Commis- 
sion, Court House, San Jose, California; W. B. Weston, 
Chairman. December 1946, reprinted February 1948. 
4 7pp.plano.maps ,graphs tables. 


MASTER HIGHWAY PLAN FOR THE BOSTON METROPOLITAN 
AREA. Joint Board for the Metropolitan Master High- 
way Plan, Department of Public Works, 11 Beacon 
Street, Boston 8, Massachusetts; William H. Buracker, 
Chairman. February 1, 1948. -illus.maps tables. 


REVIEW OF CAPITAL IMPROVEMENT PROJECTS PROPOSED 
FOR INCLUSION IN THE 1948-1949 BUDGET. San Francis- 
co City Planning Department, 100 Larkin Street, Civic 
Center, San Francisco 2, California; Jack Kent, 
Planning Director. April 1948. 15pp.mimeo.table. 
(First report concerning capital improvement projects 
proposed for inclusion in the annual budget.) 


A PLACE TO PARK. Weber County-Ogden City Planning 
Commissions, City & County Bldg., Ogden, Utah; George 
H. Smeath, Director. 1948. 12pp.illus.maps,charts. 
(Presents preliminary recommendations for developing 
an off-street parking program in:-the downtown area.) 


DOWNTOWN PARKING. Bakersfield City Planning Commis- 
sicn, Bakersfield, Calif.; Walter McC. Maitland, Plan- 
ning Engineer. Dec. 1947. 163pp.illus.maps,charts, 
tables. (A detailed survey of parking conditions in 
the central business district, with recommendations 
for developing a comprehensive parking program.) 


LIBRARY CLASSIFICATION SCHEME AND SELECTED BIBLIO- 
GRAPHY OF TRAFFIC ENGINEERING LITERATURE. Kathryn 
Childs Cassidy and Joy Redfield. Bureau of Highway 
Traffic, Yale University, New Haven, Connecticut. 
1948. 118pp. 


ZONING ADMINISTRATION. A Manual prepared by the 
Broome County Planning Board, 109 County Office 
Building, Binghamton, New York; John W. Reps, Execu- 
tive Secretary. May, 1948. 16pp.mimeo. 35¢. 
(Discusses the problems and methods of good adminis- 
tration of the zoning ordinance.) 


ACCOMPLISHMENTS 1947. City Planning Commission, 
Room 361, City Hall, Los Angeles 12, California; 
Charles B. Bennett, Director of Planning. 1947. 
48pp.illus.maps,charts,tables. (An elaborately il- 
lustrated report showing the activities of the com- 
mission during the past year.) 





AVAILABLE FROM ASPO 


-Street Parki @ collection of extracts 
giz ening ulacs, has been re-run in order 
that we may comply with the many requests for 
this publication. Copies are now available. 


The price of the publication is $1.00. 
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